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General Meeting: at 7:00pm, Tuesday Sept. 17, 2013            Steel Workers Hall - 180 Rock Island Road – East Wenatchee
 
Welcome to another year of fellowship, projects and meetings. This summers fires and Stemilt land acquisitions
have kept us busy. Work will continue through the fall on these projects and more.
 
Work Projects:     We will be repairing or replacing guzzlers, feeders and water tanks through the fall, as well as our
usual feeder filling in November. To help on projects call Bill Stegeman (663-7529) or Ron Poppe (662-3957). Most
work projects will be one day but there may be a few over nighters. There may be some reseeding projects that require
large crews. Come to the meeting for more information.
 
Naneum State Forest:     Dave Gimlin reports that the Planning Committee has begun to put together plans for the
forest and range areas from the Columbia River to Naneum Creek, including the Stemilt Basin. There will be several
options offered with various impacts on wild life and habitat. The Mission of Department of Fish and Wildlife
(WDFW) and Department of Natural Resources (DNR) are different. WDFW works to maintain habitat and
sustainable populations of wildlife, including game animals, fish, game and migratory birds and non-game animals.
DNR maintains lands to generate money for various educational funds. Both have a requirement to provide
recreational opportunities for the public that don’t interfere with their primary purpose. This is where we need to get
involved. There are many people in this state that don’t understand wildlife and habitat. They are pressuring the
planning committee to provide all types of recreational activities at various locations. We need a strong wildlife
oriented presence to maintain the use of the area for habitat. This means that high intensity uses should not be allowed
when or where they interfere with any wildlife.
            There will be a series of public hearings this fall in both Wenatchee and Ellensburg. We need lots of sportsmen
at these meetings and we need to be vocal, even if we only get up and say we agree with what a previous speaker said.
We need to tell the committee what we want. There was a strong preference in the original hearings to keep the
planning area very much the same as it is. Since them many groups have made strong pitches to put new uses into the
area some not compatible with wildlife habitat. This is our backyard, where we can be out in the wild with a half hour
drive. Let’s work to keep it the way we want it.
 
Department Report:     WDFW is seeking public comment on sport fishing rule changes. They will accept public
comment through October at their website (http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/rule_proposals/) or by phone at (360) 902-
2672. Their will be public input allowed on these proposed changes at the November commission meeting.
            So far there has been no action taken on changing hunting seasons due to the fires in the Colockum. The Dept. has been
gathering information and reviewing the extent of damage to habitat.
 
Herb Troxel, Secretary
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